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Bráithreachas
Support for a U.S. Postage Stamp Honoring the
1916 Proclamation
The American Irish Teachers Association is
working to have a commemorative stamp issued
in recognition of the Centenary of the 1916 Easter Rising.
Though often absent from school history books,
Ireland was an early and unfailing supporter of
the fledgling United State as noted by George
Washington:
“Ireland, thou friend of my country in my country’s most friendless days,
much injured, much enduring land, accept this poor tribute from one
who esteems thy worth, and mourns thy desolation. May the God of
Heaven, in His justice and mercy, grant thee more prosperous fortunes,
and in His own time, cause the sun of Freedom to shed its benign radiance on the Emerald Isle.”
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The proposed model for the stamp would have illustrations of the
Declaration of Independence and the 1916 Proclamation of the Irish
Republic flanking the Light of Liberty under a banner containing the
words “Liberty’s Legacy.”
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Hurling – History and Evolution
Hurling is one of the oldest field games in the world and is popular for
at least 3000 years in Ireland with the first literary reference dating
back to 1272 BC and is often referenced in Irish myths and legends,
the most famous of which describes the exploits of Cu Chullainn,
(literally Hound of Cullen) who was so named after killing a fierce
guard dog by driving a hurling ball down its throat. Such stories portrayed Hurling as a form of martial training and proficiency on the
Hurling field was equated with skill in battle and thrived as a wild and
violent practice with few set rules.
The game was outlawed in the 12th century after the occupation by
the Normans, but it survived and even flourished up to the early 19th
century mainly due to patronization by the landlords. By the time of
the Great Famine, Hurling had declined dramatically and was in danger of dying out completely but for a number of strongholds all over
Munster, Donegal, Down, Kilkenny and Longford.

Test Your Knowledge
of Hurling. True or
False?

The 19th century saw a new version of Hurling that became popular
within the upper classes defining a ten-year before the establishment
of the Gaelic Athletic Association in 1884 and by 1879, there were at
least six “hurley” clubs among the gentry in Dublin, and the Irish Hurley Union was founded in Trinity College which bore little relation to
traditional concepts of the game until a Clareman named Michael Cusack begun writing about Hurling’s revival in 1882 in a newspaper
*The Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News *and in 1884 the GAA
was founded to restore the Gaelic pastimes of old.

1) Original Hurling field
was 75 yards long.
2) The US Marine Corp
has a hurling team
3) Hurling was banned
in Quebec City.
4) Hurls are only produced in Scotland.
5) Hurling was played in
the Olympics.
See the answers on the next
page.
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Since the foundation of the GAA in 1884 and the introduction of a formal set of rules, the game of Hurling has evolved to the game we see
today which is a far cry from the original core concept of man-on man
(or woman-on-woman) contests for the ball with victory going to the
first team to drive the ball through the goal of the opponent.

Just For a Laugh!

11/04/18
Muldoon’s
Newport Beach, CA
Time: 2:00pm to 4:00pm
Check Website for more dates:
www.thefenians.com

2) Trick Question - They
have 2 teams: “The Wild
Geese” and “The Barley
House Wolves”
1) False - 17th Century
Fields were 200-300
yards long

Answers to Test Your
Knowledge:

AOH Division One Christmas Party

10/19/18
St Joachim Fall Fest
Costa Mesa, CA
Time: 7:00pm to 10:00pm

3) True—In 1845 for being
too dangerous (wimps!)

Suddenly, the clouds parted and the sun shone on an
empty parking spot. Without hesitation, the man said,
"Never mind Lord, I found one."

10/05/18
St Simon and Jude Fall Festival
Huntington Beach, CA
Time: 7:00pm

4) False - Ireland produces
350,000 hurls annually

He prayed aloud, "Lord, if you open a space up for me, I
swear I'll give up drinking me whiskey, and I promise to go
to church every Sunday."

Upcoming Local Appearances:

5) False—Hurling was a
demonstration sport In
the 1904 Summer Olympics in St. Louis, MO

An Irishman was flustered not being able to find a parking
space in a large mall's parking lot.
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AOH Supporting the Brother of St. Patrick
Since 1948, the Patrician
Brothers have selflessly taught
at Catholic High Schools in
Southern California including
Mater Dei, St. Monica’s, Pater
Noster, St. Bernard’s, Salesian
& Bellarmine-Jefferson and the
annual benefit dinner for the
Brothers was held at Blessed
Sacrament Catholic Church.
The evening was a great success with delicious chicken and
tri-tip prepared by Doug Coleman, entertainment supplied
by the wonderful Lyons Academy of Irish Dancers and the
Innes free Irish Band. Raffle
prizes were awarded by our
own Ronn Knowles.

Lyons Academy of Irish
Dancing Performers

AOH Division1 Donation

OC Division One’s President Ed
McLaughlin and Donna O’Neill, OC
Division One Vice President Brian
Gallogly and wife Angela

M.C. extraordinaire, Raffle Caller and
OC Division One Past-President,
Ronn and Priscilla Knowles

Raffle Prizes galore

Br. Joseph receiving donations.

OAH Division One Associate Member Hans Anter and Sherry O’Leary
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AOH Supporting the Real Heroes
Orange County Division One, Brothers of St. Patrick and the Long
Beach’s Plunkett-McDonnell Division teamed up with the Knights of
Columbus Christ Cathedral Assembly in an annual family event to support our veterans. to serve up a tasty barbeque luncheon to the courageous veterans currently residing at the Veterans Hospital.
This is an annual event and one that all eagerly look to as the Veteran’s
BBQ is a tremendously rewarding event as many of the heroes residing
at the VA Hospital in Long Beach do not have family nearby and they
enjoy the company as much as we love spending time with them and
hearing their stories. This year was special as we had the AOH California State V.P. Dave McKenna and his wife Nelly join us and help serve
the lunch.

From left: OC Div. One Tom Collins, OC Div. One President Ed McLaughlin and
Donna O’Neill, California State V.P. and Long Beach Plunkett-McDonnell Div.
President Dave and Nelly McKenna and OC Div. One Emmet MacRaghnaill.
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Who We Are - The Ancient Order of Hibernians
in America.
The Ancient Order of Hibernians evolved out of a desperate need in
the early 1600’s to protect the lives of Priests who risked immediate death and dismemberment to keep the Catholic Faith alive in
occupied Ireland after the reign of England’s King Henry VIII and
the implementation of the dreaded Penal Laws in Ireland. Various
secret social societies were formed across the country to aid and
comfort the people by whatever means available.
Similarly, the Ancient Order of Hibernians in America was founded
on May 4, 1836 at New York’s St. James Church, to protect the Clergy, and Church property from the “Know Nothings” and their followers. Vast influx of Irish Immigrants fleeing famine issues in Ireland in the late 1840’s, prompted a growth of various social societies in the USA – the largest of which was, and continues to be, the
Ancient Order of Hibernians.

Ancient Order of Hibernians
in America - Brothers of St.
Patrick Division One - Orange
County, CA
c/o 6062 Shields Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 92647
Email: aohoc@yahoo.com
Website: www.aohone.com
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